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# Drums Technical Handbook

Welcome to Rockschool Drums Technical Handbook

In this book you will find printed in full all the rudiments and exercises needed to complete the Technical Exercises section
of Rockschool’s Drums grade exams.

This book should be read in conjunction with the relevant grade books (Debut-Grade 8) published by Rockschool and the
Syllabus Guide for Drums. The Syllabus Guide can be downloaded for free from our website: www.rslawards.com

In the Rockschool grade exam system, the Technical Exercises form the core of each grade. Mastering them gives players
a valuable insight not only into the types of rudiments and exercises needed for any improvisational work they may be
required to do, but also into the other types of ‘unseen’ tests they will encounter in the exam, such as the Sight Reading,
Improvisation & Interpretation and Ear Tests, and at Grade 6 or higher, the Quick Study Piece.

This book is divided and ordered by grade, starting with Debut and then progressing from Grade 1 to Grade 8. Its many
features include the following:

= At the start of the book we have included some Frequently Asked Questions which we hope will cover the enquiry
topics most commonly sent in to the Rockschool office by teachers and learners.

= A grade-by-grade ordering of technical material showing all the exercises needed to complete the exam.

= Each section is introduced by a page which summarises the content found in each grade. These pages show what’s new
grade-by-grade as well as showing, at a glance, the technical work required for each grade.

= At Grades 6-8 the Technical Exercises conclude with a Stylistic Study. Candidates may choose one of the three Studies
to perform in the exam. Please note that the choice of style in the Study will dictate the style of the Quick Study Piece.

Throughout you will find tips on what the examiners are looking for as well as explanations of common musical terms.

Any suggestions made in the book are not meant to be exhaustive, but will give guidance on some of the more pressing
sticking issues, particularly at the higher grades.

We hope you find this book useful and that it will inspire you to approach the Technical Exercises in our exams without fear.
To make best use of it, you will need your kit and either a physical or a virtual metronome which can be downloaded as a
phone app for very little cost.

Audio
In addition to this book, we have also provided audio examples where appropriate. The following symbol is used to
indicated which exercises have accompanying audio:

n

hd

[

These audio examples can be downloaded from RSL directly at www.rslawards.com/downloads
You will need to input this code when prompted: V44LY3KJQ8

The audio files are supplied in MP3 format. Once downloaded you will be able to play them on any compatible device.

RSL-152129022044 / 1 / Ritesh Khokhar / riteshkhokhar@rslawards.com



S\ Debut Drums

Drums Notation Explained

BASS DRUM & TOMS

H— . ’ i
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Bass drum Floor tom Medium tom High tom Snare Ghost snare Rim-shot Cross stick Buzz snare
Strike snare drum  Place palm on snare
and surrounding drum head and

rim at same time  strike rim with stick

N R R R R I R S S
i —

i |

=l

Closed Half open Open Closed? Closed*  Hi-hat foot Hi-hat foot Ride Ride (bell) Crash Crash* Crash roll
closed open
. Allow all cymbals to ring on unless explicitly stopped, as indicated by
1 Used on the first closed hi-hat that follows an open hi-hat the keyword “Choke”. Occasionally ties may be used (*) to emphasise that
¥ The hi-hat is closed without being struck. Note that the hi-hat closed (cross) symbol may appear above cymbals should be allowed to ring on. This can avoid confusion during
drum voices other than the hi-hat (as shown above). This simply means another drum voice is being played syncopations and pushes.

at the same moment that the hi-hat is being closed.

GENERAL MUSIC NOTATION

Slashes are used to demarcate bars

Accentuate note (play it louder). y 4 y 4 Y4 y 4 during solos, fills, developments
and other ad lib. sections.

v

Go back to the sign (%) then

play until the bar marked :
. al Coda To Coda ¢} then skip to the

section marked ¢ Coda.

} D Repeat the bars between the
} repeat signs.

D.%

1. 2. When a repeated section has

different endings, play the first

Go back to beginning of song and T |
D,C, al Fine play until bar marked Fine (end). - } - } ending only the first time and
I J the second ending only the
second time.

}{ grades these may also be marked higher grades these may also be
sim. or cont. sim. marked sim. or cont. sim.

Repeat the previous bar. In higher Repeat the previous two bars. In

In rudiments, each stem slash

] subdivides the note value by half.

MUSICAL TERMS WITH SPECIFIC EXAMINATION DEFINITIONS

Fill Play an individual, stylistic fill. Develop Extend the musical part in a stylistically
appropriate manner.

Cont. sim. Continue in similar way but vary the Rit. (ritardando) Gradually slow the tempo.
pattern slightly.

RSL-152129022044 / 1 / Ritesh Khokhar / riteshkhokhar@rslawards.com
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